Past Events
Big Bang VII: BP Prime!
August 6-9, 2008

Bryant University – Smithfield, RI
Related Assets: Logo, photo slideshow, Word documents (can convert to pdf if you would prefer)

· Big Bang VII: BP Prime Agenda.doc

· Big Bang VII: BP Prime Workshop Listings.doc

· Big Bang VII: BP Prime Program Presentation Information.doc

· Big Bang VII: BP Prime Special Guests.doc

As Big Picture kicked-off its thirteenth year, the network continues to grow, our schools continually evolve, and students and fellow staff members never fail to challenge us and enrich our lives. Relatedly, as of August 2008, Big Bang was being held for the seventh time. 
In recognition of these two landmark anniversaries, Big Picture celebrated Big Bang VII: BP Prime! This Big Bang delivered some of the familiar goodness of Big Bangs past, while simultaneously recognizing the necessity of fulfilling the needs of a changing network. 
During BP Prime, Big Picture
· Celebrated the culture of our network of schools (link to school map).

· Built the collective awareness of our movement by looking closely at the foundational elements of the design (link to schools landing page).
· Introduced the new elements of our relationship with the Gates Foundation, including processes for peer review (link to peer review innovation page), data collection (link to peer review innovation page), and improving practice (link to principal and teacher support innovation).
· Unveiled rebranding work with Milton Glaser and website redesign project with Behavior.
· Provided skills training to help rookies, advisors, and specialists tackle their work.
· Enjoyed an inspiring keynote from Dr. Eric Cooper, President of the National Urban Alliance for Effective Education (NUA).

Big Picture’s Personalization & Real World Learning Conference 2008
April 17-19, 2008
The Met Center – Providence, RI 

Related Assets: Logo, Audio Piece, photo slideshow, Word documents

· BP Personalization and Real World Learning Conference 2008 Agenda.doc
· BP Personalization and Real World Learning Conference 2008 Workshop Descriptions.doc
At Big Picture, we believe that schools must be personalized; educating every student equally one student at a time. In addition to designing and supporting a network of over 60 Big Picture schools with this design, Big Picture is committed to spreading our philosophy and practice to as many individuals and communities as possible. Through our annual Personalization & Real World Learning Conference, we hope to share our work with a wide range of educators of every kind – from teachers to students, from district-level administrators to interested parents. 

Throughout the course of this conference, Big Picture school principals, advisors, staff and students shared their own experiences as teachers and learners, exposed attendees to different aspects of the learning design (link to workshop listing), led group activities, and hosted attendees in their schools, advisory rooms, and at their internship sites. 
If you are interested in attending Big Picture Learning’s Schools, Innovation, and Influence Conference in February 2009, click here (link to Big Picture Learning’s Schools, Innovation, and Influence Conference page) or contact Jill Olson-Crowley. 

Count This! Big Picture Principals’ Retreat 2007
December 6-8, 2007

Philadelphia, PA
· Count This! BP Principal Retreat 2007 Index.pdf
In Better, Atul Gawande, writes about improving patient care and outcomes through diligence and being a positive deviant. To do this, he urges doctors and medical practitioners to do five things in their work: write something, be open to change, avoid complaining, ask an unscripted question, and to count something. For this event, Big Picture invited its network of principals to count something, to dig into data at their own schools, to travel to Philadelphia, and to participate with their colleagues from around the country in a collaborative learning event. 

During Count This!, Big Picture’s principal network:
· Shared an inquiry, observations, and data that they had collected about their school (link to interactive map). 

· Delved deeply into the projects and processes of another Big Picture school during the visit to MetEast (link to MetEast school profile) and in working with them, deepened their own understanding of the outcomes of the design in their schools. 

· Participated in group outings in Old Philadelphia and recharged their collective creative powers for addressing challenges in new and inspired ways
· Worked together on self-directed subjects using an Open Space format. 
· Enjoyed a motivating keynote from Dr. Ira Harkavy, Founding Director and Associate Vice President of the Center for Community Partnerships at the University of Pennsylvania.
Related Assets: Logo, Flash slideshow, BP Index
